
October 4 & 5, 2025 

Hey Church... We Need to Talk: Faithful to the Finish

Revelation 2:8-11

1. The city of Smyrna and the Church:                                                                                                  Revelation 2:8-11

  - Smyrna was a ________________ city of Ephesus 

  - Smyrna was a _________________________ city

  - Smyrna was known as _________________________ Asia

  - Smyrna had been through _________________________________      

  - John begins his letter by recognizing their ____________________                                     Revelation 2:9a

  - “Affliction” - Thlipsis (Greek) _____________________ or _____________    Revelation 2:9a | John16:33b

  - Smyrna was ____________________________ to Caesar and Rome

  - _________________________________ Caesar meant not finding a job or running a business 

  - Receiving the mark of the beast was ____________________________________________________

  - Jesus knows resisting the worship of Caesar was  ___________________                           Revelation 2:9a

  - Jesus knows the real enemy is a ______________________ enemy           Revelation 2:9b | Ephesians 6:12

  - Jesus affirms and encourages the church of Smyrna for ______________________ in their suffering

2. Jesus gives the church of Smyrna and us two commands:

  a. ____________________________                                                                           Revelation 2:10a | John 16:33b 

    - _______________________________________________  always starts with fear 

  b.  ____________________________                                                                                                 Revelation 2:10b

    - _______________________________ goes to those who are faithful to the finish         2 Timothy 4:7   



Life Steps
Hey Church... We Need to Talk: Faithful to the Finish | October 6 - 12 , 2025

Monday       	      Revelation 2:8
Reflect: What is the significance that Jesus instructs John to begin his letter to the church of 
Smyrna by reminding them of who he was? Today, Monday, October 6th, 2025, what is the 
significance of these words to you? 
Prayer: My resurrected Jesus, you are the beginning and the end. I love you. I adore you. I begin 
my day pledging my allegiance to you and you only. 

Tuesday      	     Revelation 2:9
Reflect: Jesus knows about your “affliction” and your “poverty,” the pressure you are under, the 
weight you carry, and the cost of being faithful to him. In what challenge are you feeling an 
enormous weight and or pressure? How is that weight and pressure affecting you?  Does the 
knowledge that “Jesus knows” help any? Explain
Prayer: All-knowing God, thank you for caring and being interested in my life. I love and trust you.  

Wednesday     	    Revelation 2:10a
Reflect: How do our fears keep us from trusting God? How in your life have you experienced a 
temptation to compromise that began with fear? What are your current and most pressing fears? 
Prayer: God of grace and truth, deliver me from temptation to compromise and help me to trust 
you more when afraid. 

Thursday      	   Revelation 2:10b
Reflect:  How can suffering be a test?  When have you been in some kind of metaphorical prison? 
How were you tested? How did you, are you, growing through that experience? 
Prayer: Today, Lord, I consider it pure joy that I am being challenged and tested for I know that 
you are working for the good in me and through me. 

Friday      	     Revelation 2:10c
Reflect: Where are you being challenged to “be faithful?” What would being faithful to the finish 
line look like in that situation? 
Prayer: God, I want to please you in all times and in all things. Help me endure the temptation to 
compromise or quit so I might be faithful to the finish. 

Saturday        	      Revelation 2:10-11
Reflect: Considering what you now know about the city and church of Smyrna, what do you 
think Jesus meant when he said “I will give you life as your victor’s crown?” What is your personal 
application from Jesus’ letter to the church of Smyrna? 
Prayer: Teach and grow me, Lord, as I continue to read and study your letters to the seven 
churches. Take some extra time to pray for our Saturday Night worship service.   

Sunday     	      John 16:33
Reflect: What does it mean to “take heart?” How do these words of Jesus encourage you? What is 
your response to his very last statement? 
Prayer: Pray that those near and far from God will join us in worship this morning, and they will 
experience the healing and power of God’s presence. 
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