SERMON NOTES

January 3 & 4, 2026

Start Strong, Finish Well
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Start Strong, Finish Well | January 5-11, 2026

| Monday Leviticus 19:9-10
Reflect: Creating margins has been a biblical practice since the time of the Torah. Some of God'’s best
work takes place in the margins we create. As you think about 2026, where are some areas you can
create margins to allow for the blessing of God to work through you?

Prayer: God, you have given me more than enough. Your blessing always goes beyond my need.
Help me this year to practice restraint so your plans can have a say in my resources. Amen.

. Tuesday Ruth 2:1-3
Reflect: Because of the practice of margins, Ruth was able to have a place to pick leftover grain for
her and Naomi. Through this act, God brought together Ruth and Boaz, a lineage that would later
produce King David. Where have you seen God surprise you with the “leftovers” in your life?

Prayer: God, | know you make use of all things, even the “leftovers.” | know there are leftovers in
my life right now. Give me the wisdom to see how | can deploy these resources for the benefit of
someone else. Amen.

| Wednesday Proverbs 19:21
Reflect: Our culture teaches us to plan everything. And there is wisdom in this. However, the practice
of creating margins is about recognizing that we don’t know all of God'’s plans. Creating margins is
an act of humility that expects God to do the unforeseeable. How might you create margins in your
planning that allow God to work beyond your plans?

Prayer: God, | have plans. But | know your plans are greater. As | work to plan my resources, to be
a good steward of these resources, remind me that you are also at work within me. You are also at
work within my resources. Thank you for using me to help others know of your great love. Amen.

 Thursday Jeremiah 17:9-10
Reflect: As you reflect on 2025, can you see any decisions you made where your “heart” led you
astray? What do you think was informing your heart? Fear, loneliness, anger, grief, misplaced desire?
Prayer: God, every micromoment can impact my closeness to you. Search me and reveal any
struggle that keeps me from growing closer to you. Amen

' Friday Proverbs 4:24
Reflect: Are there people in your life that occupy your mind and conversations? Consider what it
would look like to speak truth in love with that person and stop letting them take up residence in
your thoughts?

Prayer: God, | want to love others well. Give me guidance on how to speak the truth in love, or know
when it is time to love someone from afar. Amen.

| Saturday Proverbs 4:25
Reflect: Consider who has permission to speak life into you and who has permission to hold you
accountable. Ask them to share what it has been like to be in your life in the past year, and listen
carefully if there is any wisdom you can grow from.

Prayer for those who have safe people: God, thank you for sending the right people at the right
time to demonstrate your mercy and grace to me, Amen.

Prayer for those who are patiently waiting for their people: God, give me patience as you prepare
the right people to speak into my life. Thank you for being the ultimate voice of wisdom. Amen

| Sunday Proverbs 4:23
Reflect: Are there people and/or places in your life where you are allowing influence, and it is not
helpful? What might “guarding your heart” look like with these people or in these situations?

Prayer: God, shape my inner person to be more like Jesus. Amen
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